
 
April 24, 2020 

Dear Catholic School Families:  

May God’s peace be with you. With the news of the extension of remote learning through the end of the year, I am sure 

many of you may have questions and concerns. I am writing today to provide some clarification regarding the calendar 

as well as the ways we are continuing remote learning until the end of the academic school year. 

After consultation with the principals of each of the schools in the Diocese of Springfield, we decided that each school is 

going to follow their end of year dates as published. We have continued learning in a remote environment and ending as 

planned will provide the teachers the time they need to assure that the students have covered the curriculum. Each 

school will individually determine end dates for specific grade levels if they are different and will communicate their own 

calendar with you. We know the importance of normal year-end rites of passage for our students such as graduations, 

proms, etc. Whether it is in creative ways, or at later dates, we are committed to celebrating the accomplishments of 

our students. We will work with our local communities, following the guidance of our local municipalities, to provide 

these important experiences for our students in ways that are responsible and meet with any local directives. 

I am very proud that our Catholic schools were ready to start providing remote learning experiences as quickly as they 

did. When some of our public schools delayed remote learning implementation, our teachers and schools ensured that 

learning did not stop in any of our schools. While we adopted certain guidelines as a system, the implementation of 

these guidelines is unique to each school. The Catholic Schools Office has and will continue to support and guide each of 

our schools based on their individual plans and needs. We will work closely with each school to provide additional 

direction regarding assessment of learning. While assessment looks different remotely than in a traditional classroom, 

we still believe that we can determine what our students are learning in order to keep moving them forward. We are 

aware that there may be gaps in learning because of this new environment, and so we will be developing assessment 

measures of student growth to ensure we have the best knowledge of where our students are academically at the 

beginning of next school year.  

I know that one letter, or even a series of letters cannot answer all of your concerns. The way each family, each person, 

each school community is handling these societal changes is different. We do know this. Many of you are struggling 

financially, many of you are suffering emotionally, some of you have lost loved ones to this virus, and uncertainty does 

not help in managing these stresses. We understand the anxiety that you are feeling because we too are experiencing 

the effects of the virus and the new reality it has caused. In difficult times, it can be hard to hope, but we believe that 

turning to God in this time, as in all times, provides the surest path forward. Be assured of the continued prayers coming 

from your schools, the Catholic Schools Office, and Bishop Rozanski. 

Monday, April 27th, we will continue to deliver a remote learning experience for the remainder of the academic school 

year. Our teachers and schools are fully committed to doing this in the most effective, compassionate, and supportive 

manner possible. The Catholic Church calls you primary educators, because you are. Your children learn from you first. 

They are learning how to manage this by watching you. It is important to continue to take time to pray with your 

children, enjoy dinners together, and enjoy quality time when possible to help them during this difficult time. If there is 

anything you need, please do not hesitate to reach out to us, to your schools, to the priests at your parishes, and to one 

another. We are a Catholic school community, and in community, we are stronger.  

 

 



Letter to Families 4/24/20 
 

We continue to pray for and with one another as a community. Please continue to pray to St. Michael, the patron of the 

Diocese of Springfield for an end to this pandemic and for all of those affected by the virus. We will share some 

information early in the week regarding the reconsecration of our nation to Mary, Mother of the Church, which is 

happening on May 1st.  

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; May 

God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan 

and all evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

May the Lord bless and keep us all in His tender loving care through this difficult time. 

 

In Christ through Mary,        

 
 
Daniel R. Baillargeon, Ph.D.       
Superintendent of Schools       
Diocese of Springfield        


